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We are dedicated to developing 
careers, improving practice 
performance and driving 
veterinary education forwards

Progress 
Through 
Learning
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Improve International was 
established in 1998 by a group 
of veterinary surgeons from 
across the UK, including a 
number of recognised experts

What we aim to deliver 

We aim to provide the highest quality Continuing Professional Development (CPD) 

in a format that allows you to develop your skills and knowledge in a logical and 

progressive fashion, under the supervision of dedicated Course Directors, each of 

whom has the highest qualifications in their fields. 

Working with veterinary professionals

We work with veterinary professionals who seek leading-edge training through 

a lifelong training partnership. You will become more productive in practice 

through the application of learnt techniques. This prospectus outlines our modular 

Postgraduate Certificate (PgC) programmes leading to higher qualifications.
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What you can expect from  
Improve International

Testimonials

Marni Miller  
BVetMed GPCert(SAS) MRCVS
Small Animal Surgery delegate

The theory backed up by the amazing practical 

sessions really consolidate your knowledge base, read 

the notes, the textbook, watch the DVD and go ahead 

and book in the perineal hernia repair or the salivary 

gland removal instead of referring it on to someone 

else’s practice. I now eagerly anticipate the next surgery 

case walking through that consulting room door.

Robyn Farquhar  
BVSc GPCert(SAM) MRCVS 
Small Animal Medicine delegate

I chose Improve International as they are an 

established company, they’ve got a good reputation 

and I have done a number of courses with them 

previously and had access to top qualified speakers.

Ben Gamsa  
BVM&S GPCert(SAS) MRCVS
Small Animal Surgery delegate

Due to the tuition I have received at Improve, my clients 

are benefiting from not having to be referred elsewhere as 

I am able to do the surgeries in-house. I have learnt a lot 

of new techniques, increased my knowledge and skills and 

been able to pass these on to others in my practice.

Garrick Ponte  
BVSc GPCert(SAM) MRCVS
Small Animal Medicine delegate

The teaching at Improve is excellent and I have been able to 

take what I have learnt back to use in practice. It’s not just 

the lectures themselves but the practical work we did straight 

afterwards which drives home everything, which is why 

Improve’s modular programmes are so great. The difference 

it’s made in the practice has been huge, I’m more confident 

with clients and able to take on more complex cases.



Experienced
We are proud of our subject  
mentors who add support 

throughout our programmes

Accredited
Postgraduate programmes  
accredited by the European 

School of Veterinary  
Postgraduate Studies 
(ESVPS) and validated  

by Harper Adams  
University (HAU)

Unsurpassed
Our exam pass rate is  

unsurpassed – an achievable 
qualification and consistently 

high success rates

Over 1000
Our Alumni includes 

1,000s of vets who have 
benefited from participating 

in structured modular 
programmes

A few reasons why 
vets choose Improve  
International

World-class
We have world-class 

speakers, delivering the 
academic syllabus whilst 

ensuring content is relevant  
to practice

Originators
We are the originators 

of modular CPD for vets, and 
we are still a company 

which is run by vets for vets

Worldwide
Now operating in 19 
countries worldwide

Why Choose Improve?
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Harper Adams University (HAU)

European School of Veterinary  

Postgraduate Studies (ESVPS) 

A rigorous validation process and the on-going 

involvement of HAU in our PgC programmes ensures 

teaching elements and examination processes meet 

the highest academic standards.

Founded in 1901, Harper Adams has a long, proud tradition 

of the highest educational standards, and is widely recognised 

for the quality of its education. Named University College of 

the Year six years in a row, HAU was placed within the UK’s 

top 10 higher education institutions, gaining full university 

status in 2012.

The ESVPS Academic Board controls standards 

across the certificate syllabus. It ensures course 

content fulfils accredited course criteria, and 

monitors examination systems and processes.

ESVPS is a not-for-profit organisation established in 2003 

with the remit of accrediting veterinary CPD, running 

examinations and awarding a range of certificates across 

the veterinary profession on a pan-European basis. 

Harper Adams

Our 
partners
Working with us to ensure the 
highest academic standards

Our Partners
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Locations and Facilities

Our programmes take place  
in various locations nationwide 

WET-LAB
FACILITIES

OUr

Postcode: SN4 0QJ

Swindon - Alexandra House

Our training centre and headquarters in Swindon, enables us 

to provide our delegates with exceptional facilities.

This location offers comfortable training rooms for theoretical 

taught lectures along with our purpose built “wet-lab” facility.

Delegates are able to work in pairs across seven surgical 

stations with bright operating theatre standard lighting, 

comfortable seating and a wide choice of surgical equipment.

Where appropriate to the course, video demonstrations can 

be made available using the wide screen HD monitors and 

Sony camera system to ensure that attendees do not miss 

anything important.

One of the key features of this facility is its flexibility and 

space, as it can be used for a wide range of surgical and 

imaging courses. It also allows delegates to interact with 

other attendees and the speaker, so that they gain  

maximum benefit from the practical training.

W: swindonalexandrahouse.co.uk
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Hatfield - Fielder Centre Postcode: AL10 9EU

W:  conferencehertfordshire.co.uk

Dublin - Finnstown Castle Hotel
W: finnstowncastlehotel.com 

Cheshire - Cranage Hall Postcode: CW4 8EW

W: cranagehallholmeschapel.co.uk



Support throughout 
your learning journey

Independent study, 
including online 
components

Taught sessions with 
accompanying notes

Practical sessions 
where relevant to  
the subject

Pre and post 
module online  
self assessment

About Our PgC Programmes

Preparation for 
end-of-programme 
assessment

Each PgC 
comprises:
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Postgraduate programmes that help you 

to transform your practice life

The PgC is a recognised higher education qualification 

demonstrating that you have achieved the required 

standard within a designated subject. The qualification 

represents Masters Level 7 within the Quality Assurance 

Agency’s framework for higher and further education.  

It provides 60 transferable academic credits towards  

the 180 required for a Masters degree.

Postgraduate Diploma (PgD) and Masters 

Degree in Advanced Veterinary Practice 

Sciences (MSc)

By continuing your learning journey with us, your PgC  

may also be used to qualify towards a PgD and then  

a Masters Degree.

These qualifications will enable you to deepen your 

knowledge and further demonstrate your skills, while 

obtaining academic recognition.

Our Postgraduate Certificate 
(PgC) programmes allow you 
to dive deeper into particular 
subject areas, to truly challenge 
yourself and to gain the extra 
knowledge that puts you at 
the forefront of your field 

Each PgC 
comprises:
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How Our PgC Programmes Work

How our PgC programmes work

At the beginning of the programme you will receive a syllabus 

and specific learning objectives for all of the taught modules. 

During the programme you will be required to document 

your current knowledge and skills prior to each module and 

undertake an informal short multiple choice exercise. After 

the module you will then undertake a further multiple choice 

exercise to reflect on knowledge gained and implement a 

strategy to address any outstanding knowledge and skills 

gaps via independent study.

You will be required to submit a 2,500 word case report, 

along with 10 x 500-1,000 word case studies, 15-30 x 100 

word peer reviewed case logs and a 500 word reflective 

essay on either case logs or practical session feedback.

The final written multiple choice examination will take place 

at the end of year two, covering the course syllabus. Success 

will lead to the award of a General Practitioner Certificate 

(GPCert) awarded by ESVPS as well as a Postgraduate 

Certificate (PgC) awarded by Harper Adams University.

Inclusive learning support

1. All delegates will receive a subscription to Harper Adam’s 
online e-library providing access to 1,000s of scientific 
articles and abstracts

2. Medicine delegates will be provided with a ‘Textbook of 
Veterinary Internal Medicine’ by Ettinger & Feldman and 
Surgery delegates with ‘Veterinary Surgery’ by Tobias  
and Johnston

3. Surgery delegates will also receive a total of five ‘How to’ 
DVDs by Professor Howard Seim of Colorado University 
illustrating key surgical procedures

4. Our learning management system operated through 
Moodle, provides access to a notes library, discussion 
forum and other study resources including webinars

5. A dedicated Programme Tutor will support every  
individual during their PgC programme to ensure  
a rewarding and successful learning journey

Your journey through our 
(PgC) programmes
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Through the application of 
techniques learnt on our PgC 
programmes you will become 
more productive in practice

Benefits for you

1. Achieve not only a PgC but also a GPCert and  
academic recognition 

2.  Transform your professional life and approach to  
clinical cases

3.  Increase your skills, knowledge and confidence in dealing 
with more complex cases

4.  Progress your career – take the first steps to achieving 
a Postgraduate Diploma (PgD) and Masters Degree in 
Advanced Veterinary Practice Sciences (MSc)

5.  Qualify towards attaining the rCVS Advanced  
Practitioner Status

6. Access a like-minded peer network

7.  Fit learning around the workings of a busy practice

Benefits for your practice

1. Increased practice revenues

2. Improved productivity 

3. reduced external referrals and increased  
practice capabilities

4. Transferable knowledge and skills within practice

5. The ability to demonstrate your commitment to enhancing 
practice standards

Benefits for your clients

1. Improved animal care

2. Accelerated diagnosis

3. Increase in treatment options

4. reassurance that their pet is in safe hands

Benefits of a PgC
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PgC - 
Surgery

PgC in Small Animal Surgery

UPDATED

2016
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The most in-depth and hands on modular 
surgery programme, which divides into a 
soft-tissue component in year one and an 
orthopaedic/spinal component in year two

Introduction

Our Small Animal Surgery PgC programme has been designed 

to be spread over two years culminating in an exam at the end, 

ensuring you are well positioned to pass. We understand you 

have busy working lives and may want to spread your learning, 

the PgC enables you to have this flexibility. 

The programme comprises fourteen taught modules and 

eight practical modules, at timings to fit around you and 

practice life. 

In addition our PgC programmes are supported by a 

dedicated Programme Tutor helping you throughout  

your entire learning programme.

Our newly appointed Course Director Dr Hannes Bergmann 

will also be on hand to oversee course content and act as a 

specialist advisor to delegates.

Duration 
Two years 

Programme Begins 
October 2016

Pricing:  p32  
Register:  p33

Locations 
Swindon - Alexandra House  
Cheshire - Cranage Hall 
Hatfield - Fielder Centre
Dublin - Finnstown

Access Requirements 
Veterinary Surgeons who have been in practice  
for a minimum of two years.
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Year 1 modules
01:

Surgical asepsis and basic 
operative techniques: wounds  
and wound healing

•	 Instrumentation and instrument handling

•	 Antiseptics, sterilisation techniques 
and use of antibiotics

•	 Gloving and gowning

•	 Principles of wound healing – primary and 
delayed closure and secondary healing

•	 Principles of reconstructive 
surgery – skin flaps and grafts

•	 Principles and uses of surgical drains

•	 Hernias - hiatal, perineal, inguinal, 
umbilical, diaphragmatic, prepubic 
and peritoneopericardial

02:

Gastrointestinal surgery I

•	 Salivary gland diseases – mucocoeles, 
trauma, hypersialism and neoplasia

•	 Oesophageal foreign bodies, trauma, 
strictures, diverticulum and neoplasia

•	 The stomach – hiatal hernias, gastric 
foreign bodies, dilatation/volvulus, gastric 
outflow disease and gastric neoplasia

03:

Gastrointestinal surgery II and 
liver, spleen and pancreas surgery

•	 Intestinal surgery – serosal and 
omental patching, obstructions and 
foreign bodies and neoplasia

•	 Megacolon, rectal prolapse and stricture

•	 The anus and perianal area – atresia ani, 
anal sac disease and anal furunculosis

•	 Liver, spleen and pancreas surgery

04:

Urinary and reproductive  
tract surgery

•	 Obstructive diseases of the urinary 
tract – ureters, bladder and urethra

•	 Urinary tract trauma – kidneys, 
ureters, bladder and urethra

•	 Urinary incontinence

•	 Urinary tract neoplasia

•	 Disorders and surgery of the female 
and male reproductive tracts

05:

Practical - two-day 
course, day 1

Reconstructive surgery

•	 Wound closure – tension relief, prevention 
of ‘dog ears’ and relaxing incisions

•	 Pedicle flaps – advancement flaps, 
rotational flaps and transposition flaps

•	 Muscle and omental flaps – external 
abdominal oblique muscle flap 
and omental transposition

•	 Skin grafts – full thickness skin 
grafts and stamp grafts

06: 

Practical - two-day 
course, day 2

Gastrointestinal and urinary  
tract surgery

•	 Oesophageal foreign bodies – 
pre-op management, anaesthesia, 
surgical anatomy, surgical technique, 
post-op care and assessment

•	 Gastric dilatation volvulus – temporary 
and permanent gastropexy

•	 Nephrectomy and nephrotomy – partial 
nephrectomy, ureteronephrectomy 
and indications for nephrotomy

•	 Urethrostomy – prescrotal, 
scrotal, perineal and prepubic

07:

Oral and pharyngeal surgery: 
the ear

•	 Surgery of the lips and cheeks, 
tongue and hard palate

•	 Maxilla/mandible – maxillectomy 
and mandibulectomy

•	 Pharyngeal surgery

•	 Tonsillar surgery

•	 The ear – lateral wall resection, vertical 
canal ablation, total canal ablation/
lateral bulla osteotomy, ventral bulla 
osteotomy and haematomas

08:

Surgery of the upper airways: 
laryngeal and tracheal surgery

•	 The nose – neoplasia, 
autoimmune disease

•	 The nasal sinuses

•	 BOAS - Brachycephalic 
obstructive airway syndrome

•	  Laryngeal diseases – paralysis, collapse, 
trauma, stenosis and neoplasia

•	 Tracheal surgery – tracheotomy, 
tracheostomy, collapse, resection 
anastomosis, trauma, foreign 
bodies and neoplasia

09:

Surgery of the abdominal  
and thoracic cavities

•	 Peritonitis – pathophysiology, 
clinical signs and treatment 

•	 Chest wall diseases – 
neoplasia and trauma

•	 Chylothorax

•	 PDA

•	 Thoracic surgery – instrumentation, 
thoracic drainage, thoracotomy 
procedures, lung lobectomy 
and pericardectomy

PgC in Small Animal Surgery

Taught sessions Practical components
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Surgical oncology

•	 Principles of oncologic surgery

•	 Surgery for skin tumours, oral tumours, 
gastrointestinal tumours, urogenital 
tumours and chest wall tumours

•	 Feline specific tumours

11: 

Practical - two-day 
course, day 1

Head and neck surgery

•	 Total ear canal ablation (TECA) – suture 
materials and special instruments, post-op 
care and assessment and complications

•	 Ventral bulla osteotomy – suture materials 
and special instruments, post-op care 
and assessment complications

•	 Thyroid surgery – thyroidectomy 
in the dog, thyroidectomy in 
the cat demonstration

•	 Unilateral arytenoid lateralisation – 
pre-op management, anaesthesia, 
surgical anatomy, surgical technique, 
post-op care and assessment

12: 

Practical - two-day 
course, day 2

Thoracic surgery

•	 Thoracotomy – pre-op management, 
anaesthesia, surgical anatomy, surgical 
technique, post-op care and assessment 

•	 Lung lobectomy partial and 
complete lobectomy

•	 Pericardectomy – subtotal and total

•	 Patent ductus arteriosus (PDA) – 
preoperative management, anaesthesia, 
surgical anatomy, surgical technique, 
post-op care and assessment

Attendance

Attendance on the taught modules is normally once monthly on 

a weekday, usually between 2.00pm and 8.00pm. The practical 

sessions will be held at our training facilities in Swindon 

between 9.30am and 5.00pm on two consecutive weekdays.

Pricing 
See page 32 

How to Register 
See page 33
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Year 2 modules
13:

Orthopaedics I – joint diseases of 
the forelimb 

•	 Conditions of the shoulder including 
luxation, osteochondrosis and 
dysplasia. Excision arthroplasty

•	 Conditions of the elbow including 
luxations, elbow dysplasia, developmental 
disease and un-united anconeal process  

•	 Developmental carpal disease, carpal 
hyperextension and arthrodesis and 
luxations of the carpus and foot

•	 Growth plate disorders

14:

Orthopaedics II – joint diseases of 
the hindlimb

•	 Conditions of the hip, including 
dysplasia, luxations, arthroplasty 
and total hip replacement

•	 Conditions of the stifle, including 
patellar luxation, osteochondrosis 
and cruciate rupture

•	 Conditions of the hock, including 
osteochondrosis and luxation

15:

Practical - two-day 
course, day 1

Joint diseases of the forelimb

•	 Shoulder joint - surgical 
approaches, bicipital tenotomy

•	 Elbow joint – surgical approaches, 
treatment of elbow dysplasia 
(medial coronoid disease, OCD, 
UAP and radio-ulnar incongruity)

•	 Carpal arthrodesis

16: 

Practical - two-day 
course, day 2

Joint diseases of the hindlimb

•	 Hip joint – femoral head 
and neck ostectomy

•	 Stifle joint I – extracapsular repair 
of cranial cruciate ligament disease 
and meniscal inspection

•	 Stifle joint II – surgical correction 
of a luxating patella by tibial 
tuberosity transposition

17:

Fracture repair I

•	 The initial assessment of 
the fracture patient

•	 Descriptions and applications 
of fracture classification 

•	 Principles and decision 
making in fracture repair

•	 Methods of fracture fixation and 
implants, including plating and 
external fixation devices

18:

Fracture repair II

•	 The principles of fracture reduction, 
including both closed and open techniques 

•	 Options for bone grafting including 
both cancellous and cortical grafts

•	 Stabilisation of specific fractures 
of the fore and hindlimb

•	 Approaches to the following 
complications: Delayed union / Non-
union / Mal-union / Osteomyelitis

19: 

Practical - two-day 
course, day 1

Internal fixation

•	 Surgical repair of a fractured radius 
using a bone plate and screws

•	 Surgical repair of a fractured 
humerus using an intramedullary 
pin and a bone plate and screws

•	 Surgical repair of a fractured 
femur using an intramedullary pin 
and a bone plate and screws

20: 

Practical - two-day 
course, day 2

External fixation and bone graft

•	 Cancellous bone grafting – 
harvesting cancellous bone 
from the proximal humerus

•	 review of external fixation equipment 
– pins, bars and clamps

•	 Surgical repair of a fractured tibia 
with a type II linear frame

•	 Surgical repair of a comminuted radial 
fracture with a type Ib linear frame

21:

Spinal surgery I

•	 Lesion localisation - the neurological 
examination and its interpretation

•	 The application of neurodiagnostics

•	 The approach to and management 
of paraplegia and tetraplegia

•	 Neurological emergencies, including 
cranial trauma and status epilepticus

PgC in Small Animal Surgery

Taught sessions Practical components
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Spinal surgery II

Theory and demonstration of

•	 Cervical disc surgery

•	 Thoracolumbar disc surgery

•	 Lumbosacral disc surgery

•	 CSF tap and myelography

Additional 
information

Pricing 
See page 32 

How to Register 
See page 33

Additional 
Information
Practical modules

Delegates will spend time reviewing the surgical procedures 

by way of short lectures and, where appropriate, video 

presentations. Delegates will then practise the surgical 

procedures in a wet-lab environment with demonstrations and 

close support from the Specialist Speaker. Delegates will spend 

the majority of the allotted time practising these procedures.

NOTE: All practical sessions take place at our 

purpose-built practical facility in Swindon. 

Practical learning objectives: 

At the end of the practical sessions, delegates 

should be able to:

•	 Outline the pre-operative, intra-operative and 

post-operative care of the patient

•	  Understand the principles of surgical planning

•	  Apply principles of surgical planning to selected cases

•	  Understand the possible surgical complications that may  

arise following each of the above procedures

•	  Perform the listed procedures in a wet-lab environment

•	  Demonstrate the listed procedures to a colleague or the  

Specialist Speaker

•	  Evaluate their own surgical skills and recognise their 

limitations with respect to some of the above procedures

•	  recognise when to seek assistance from a colleague 

or referral institution
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PgC - 
Surgery

Consolidated Learning PgC in Small Animal Surgery

NEW
2016



21www.vetpgc.co.uk  •  info@vetpgc.co.uk  •  01793 759 159

Introduction

Our Consolidated Learning programme allows you to gain 

access to the content of our two year Small Animal Surgery PgC 

programme usually spread over two years in just four months.

This programme will give you all of the lecture based teaching and 

practical skills in a condensed period giving you the opportunity to 

take your new knowledge and skills back to practice even quicker. 

This programme then follows the normal route of a PgC.

The Programme Tutor will also provide support, ensuring you are 

well placed for your examination at the end of the programme.

Our newly appointed Course Director Dr Hannes Bergmann will 

also be on hand to oversee course content and act as a specialist 

advisor to delegates.

Programme Begins 
1 November 2016

Pricing:  p32  
Register:  p33

Locations 
Swindon - Alexandra House 
    

Access Requirements 
Veterinary Surgeons who have been in practice  
for a minimum of two years.

Apply new knowledge and skills in just four months 
with our new Consolidated Learning Surgery 
Postgraduate Certificate (PgC) Programme 
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01:

Surgical asepsis and basic 
operative techniques: wounds 
and wound healing

•	 Instrumentation and instrument handling 

•	 Antiseptics, sterilisation techniques 
and use of antibiotics

•	 Gloving and gowning

•	 Principles of wound healing – primary and 
delayed closure and secondary healing

•	 Principles of reconstructive 
surgery – skin flaps and grafts

•	 Principles and uses of surgical drains

•	 Hernias - hiatal, perineal, inguinal, 
umbilical, diaphragmatic, prepubic 
and peritoneopericardial

02:

Gastrointestinal surgery I

•	 Salivary gland diseases – mucocoeles, 
trauma, hypersialism and neoplasia

•	 Oesophageal foreign bodies, trauma. 
Strictures, diverticulum and neoplasia

•	 The stomach – hiatal hernias, gastric 
foreign bodies, dilatation/volvulus, gastric 
outflow disease and gastric neoplasia

03:

Gastrointestinal surgery II

•	 Intestinal surgery – serosal and 
omental patching, obstructions and 
foreign bodies and neoplasia

•	 Megacoln, rectal prolapse and stricture

•	 The anus and perianal area – atresia ani, 
anal sac disease and anal furunculosis

•	 Liver, spleen and pancreas surgery

04:

Urinary and reproductive tract 
surgery

•	 Obstructive diseases of the urinary 
tract – ureters, bladder and urethra

•	 Urinary tract trauma – kidneys, 
ureters, bladder and urethra

•	 Urinary incontinence

•	 Urinary tract neoplasia

•	 Disorders and surgery of the female 
and male reproductive tracts

05:

Oral and pharyngeal surgery: 
the ear

•	 Surgery of the lips and cheeks, 
tongue and hard palate

•	 Maxilla/mandible – maxillectomy 
and mandibulectomy

•	 Pharyngeal surgery

•	 Tonsillar surgery

•	 The ear – lateral wall resection, vertical 
canal ablation, total canal ablation/
lateral bulla osteotomy, ventral bulla 
osteotomy and haematomas

06:

Surgery of the upper airways: 
laryngeal and tracheal surgery 

•	 The nose – neoplasia, 
autoimmune disease

•	 The nasal sinuses

•	 BOAS – Brachycephalic 
obstructive airway syndrome

•	 Laryngeal diseases – paralysis, 
collapse, trauma, stenosis, neoplasia

•	 Tracheal surgery – tracheotomy, 
tracheostomy, collapse, resection/
anastomosis, trauma, foreign 
bodies and neoplasia

07:

Surgery of the abdominal and 
thoracic cavities

•	 Peritonitis – pathophysiology, 
clinical signs and treatment

•	 Chest wall diseases neoplasia and trauma

•	 Chylothorax

•	 PDA

•	 Thoracic surgery – instrumentation, 
thoracic drainage, thoracotomy 
procedures, lung lobectomy 
and pericardectomy

08:

Surgical oncology

•	 Principles of oncologic surgery

•	 Surgery for skin tumours, oral tumours, 
gastrointestinal tumours, urogenital 
tumours and chest wall tumours

•	 Feline specific tumours

09: 

Practical

Reconstructive surgery

•	 Wound closure - tension relief, prevention 
of ‘dog ears’ and relaxing incisions

•	 Pedicle flaps – advancement flaps, 
rotational flaps and transposition flaps

•	 Muscle and omental flaps – external 
abdominal oblique muscle flap 
and omental transposition

•	 Skin grafts – full thickness skin 
grafts and stamp grafts

Taught sessions Practical components

Consolidated Learning modules

Consolidated Learning PgC in Small Animal Surgery
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Practical

Gastrointestinal and urinary 
tract surgery

•	 Oesophageal foreign bodies – 
pre-op management, anaesthesia, 
surgical anatomy, surgical technique, 
post-op care and assessment

•	 Gastric dilatation volvulus – temporary 
and permanent gastropexy

•	 Nephrectomy and nephrotomy –  
partial nephrectomy, ureteronephrectomy, 
indications for nephrotomy

•	 Urethrostomy – prescrotal, 
scrotal, perineal and prepubic

11: 

Practical

Head and neck surgery

•	 Total ear canal ablation (TECA) – suture 
materials and special instruments, post-op 
careand assessment and complications

•	 Ventral bulla osteotomy – suture materials 
and special instruments, post-op care 
and assessment and complications

•	 Thyroid surgery – thyroidectomy 
in the dog, thyroidectomy in the 
cat demonstration

•	 Unilateral arytenoid lateralisation – 
pre-op management, anaesthesia, 
surgical anatomy, surgical technique, 
post-op care and assessment

Additional 
Information
About our new Consolidated Learning

programme

•	 Accelerated version – gain access to tuition normally spread 

over two years in just four months

•	 Access to a PgC and a GPCert

•	 A Programme Tutor is on hand to offer support for the full year, 

until the PgC examination is complete

•	 All modules will run from 9.30am-5.30pm

Pricing 
See page 32

How to Register 
See page 33
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Consolidated Learning PgC in Small Animal Surgery

Consolidated Learning modules
12: 

Practical

Thoracic surgery

•	 Thoracotomy – pre-op management, 
anaesthesia, surgical anatomy, 
surgical technique, post-op care 
and assessment

•	 Lung lobectomy – partial and 
complete lobectomy

•	 Pericardectomy – subtotal and total

•	 Patent ductus arteriosus (PDA) – pre-
operative management, anaesthesia, 
surgical anatomy, surgical technique, 
post-op care and assessment

13:

Orthopaedics I – the forelimb

•	 Luxation, osteochondrosis, 
dysplasia, excision arthroplasty 
and fractures of the shoulder

•	 Luxations, developmental disease, 
un-united anconeal process 
and fractures of the elbow

•	 Developmental carpal disease, carpal 
hyperextension and arthrodesis, luxations 
and fractures of the carpus and foot

•	 Growth plate disorders

14:

Orthopaedics II – the hindlimb

•	 Conditions of the hip, including 
dysplasia, luxations, arthroplasty 
and total hip replacement

•	 Pelvic fractures

•	 Femoral fractures

•	 Conditions of the stifle, including 
patellar luxation, osteochondrosis, 
fractures and cruciate rupture

•	 Conditions of the hock, including 
osteochondrosis, luxation and fractures

15:

Orthopaedics III – decision 
making in fracture repair

•	 The initial assessment of the 
fracture patient

•	 Descriptions and applications 
of fracture classification

•	 Principles and decision making 
in fracture repair

•	 Methods of fracture fixation and 
implants, including plating and 
external fixation devices

16:

Orthopaedics IV – complications  
of fracture repair

•	 The principles of fracture reduction, 
including both closed and open techniques

•	 Options for bone grafting including 
both cancellous and cortical grafts

•	 Approaches to the following 
complications: delayed union, non-
union, mal-union and osteomyelitis

17:

Spinal surgery I 

•	 Neuroanatomical localisation: neurological 
examination and interpretation

•	 Imaging techniques of spinal column

•	 Atlantoaxial instability

•	 Cervical spondylomyelopathy 
(csm) - wobbler syndrome

18:

Spinal surgery II

•	 Cervical intervertebral disc surgery

•	 Thoracolumbar intervertebral disc surgery 

•	 Lumbosacral stenosis. Spinal trauma

19: 

Practical

Joint and fracture surgery in  
the forelimb

•	 Osteochondrosis dissecans – surgical 
approaches to the proximal and distal 
humerusfor the treatment of shoulder and 
elbow osteochondrosis dissecans (OD)

•	 Shoulder joint – approach to the 
biceps tendon for bicipital tenotomy

•	 Fracture repair – surgical repair 
of a fractured humerus using 
a bone plate and screws

•	 Carpus – carpal arthrodesis technique

20: 

Practical

Joint and fracture surgery in  
the hindlimb

•	 Hip joint – surgical approach to the 
hip for the treatment of luxation

•	 Fracture repair - surgical repair of 
a fractured femur using an 
intramedullary pin and cerclage wires

•	 Stifle joint I – cranial cruciate ligament 
repair using the De Angelis suture method

•	 Stifle joint II – surgical correction 
of a medially luxating patella by 
tibial tuberosity transposition

Taught sessions Practical components



continued...

21: 

Practical

Bone grafting and external 
skeletal fixation

•	 Cancellous bone grafting - 
harvesting cancellous bone 
from the proximal humerus

•	 review of external fixation 
equipment pins, bars and clamps

•	 Fracture repair I - Surgical repair of 
a fractured tibia using half pins

•	 Fracture repair II - Surgical repair of a 
comminuted radial fracture using full pins

22: 

Practical

Spinal surgery 

•	 Localising the lesion – how to perform 
a neurological examination

•	 How to perform a CSF tap

•	 Cervical disc surgery fenestration 
and ventral slot procedure to 
treat cervical disc disease

•	 Thoracolumbar disc surgery, 
hemilaminectomy procedure to  
treat thoracolumbar disc disease

Additional 
information
Practical modules

Delegates will spend time reviewing the surgical procedures 

by way of short lectures and, where appropriate, video 

presentations. Delegates will then practise the surgical 

procedures in a wet-lab environment with demonstrations and 

close support from the Specialist Speaker. Delegates will spend 

the majority of the allotted time practising these procedures.

Practical learning objectives: 

At the end of the practical sessions, delegates 

should be able to:

•	 Outline the pre-operative, intra-operative and 

post-operative care of the patient

•	  Understand the principles of surgical planning

•	  Apply principles of surgical planning to selected cases

•	  Understand the possible surgical complications that may  

arise following each of the above procedures

•	  Perform the listed procedures in a wet-lab environment

•	  Demonstrate the listed procedures to a colleague or the 

Specialist Speaker

•	  Evaluate their own surgical skills and recognise their 

limitations with respect to some of the above procedures

•	  recognise when to seek assistance from a colleague 

or referral institution

Pricing 
See page 32 

How to Register 
See page 33
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PgC - 
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PgC in Small Animal Medicine
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The most comprehensive modular  
medicine programme covering  
all of the major body systems

Introduction

Our Small Animal Medicine PgC programme has been 

designed to be spread over two years culminating in an 

exam at the end, ensuring you are well positioned to pass. 

We understand you have busy working lives and may want 

to spread your learning, the PgC enables you to have this 

flexibility with timings to fit around you and practice life.  

You can also choose to spread the programme over two or 

three years. 

Our updated Small Animal Medicine PgC programme 

now includes twenty modules, four containing practical 

components. The programme will be delivered using a 

combination of face to face and online learning, practical 

skills training and case-based webinars.

In addition a dedicated Programme Tutor will provide support 

throughout the entire programme ensuring you are well placed 

for your examination.

Duration 
Two years 

Programme Begins 
October 2016

Access Requirements 
Veterinary Surgeons who have been in practice  
for a minimum of two years.

Pricing:  p32  
Register:  p33

Location 
Swindon - Alexandra House  
Cheshire - Cranage Hall 
Hatfield - Fielder Centre
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Year 1 modules
01: 

Clinical pathology and 
laboratory medicine 
Includes case based 
discussion webinar

•	 Discuss the different sampling 
techniques and sample processing, and 
identify factors that may affect them

•	 Understand the rationale behind 
selection of appropriate tests

•	 Describe the investigative approach to 
regenerative anaemia, non-regenerative 
anaemia and abnormal haemostasis

•	 Discuss the clinical pathology associated 
with hepatobiliary and renal disease

•	 Use the developed knowledge  
to interpret laboratory data from  
clinical patients

•	 Use the acquired information to direct 
further diagnostic investigations

02: 

Cytology 
Includes one hour practical 
session and case based  
discussion webinar

•	 Describe and understand the principles 
and practical aspects of cytologic sample 
collection, storage and preparation

•	 Describe the correct principles of 
routine cytologic sample examination

•	 Understand the different cytological 
characteristics of effusions, 
aspirates and lavage samples

•	 Describe the pathologic principles used 
to formulate a cytologic diagnosis

03:

Diagnostic imaging

•	 Understand the principles of 
radiography and radiology

•	 Understand the situations where contrast 
radiography is useful and appreciate 
the importance of radiation protection

•	 Understand the principles of the 
use of ultrasound imaging

•	 Be aware of the basic 
principles of CT and MrI

04: 

Diagnostic imaging 
Practical session: Film reading  
and abdominal ultrasound

•	 Case based discussion

•	 Film reading session

•	 Practical abdominal ultrasound scanning

05: 

Respiratory disease 
Delivered during four live webinars

•	 Describe the generic diagnostic approach 
to respiratory disease in the dog and cat

•	 Understand the importance of diagnostic 
aids (radiography, endoscopy) in the 
investigation of respiratory disease

•	 Understand the pathophysiology and 
differential diagnosis of coughing 
and respiratory distress including 
nasal and pharyngeal disease and 
pleural and pulmonary disorders

•	 Describe the principles of primary  
and ancillary respiratory therapeutics

06: 

Cardiovascular medicine I

•	 Understand and describe the principles 
and importance of physical examination in 
patients with suspected cardiac disease

•	 Understand the principles of 
electrocardiography

•	 Describe and understand the approach 
to electrocardiographic interpretation 
and identify common arrhythmias

•	 Describe the evaluation of thoracic 
radiographs in cardiac patients

•	 Understand the basic principles of 
echocardiography and its role in 
diagnosis of cardiac disease

07: 

Cardiovascular medicine II 
Includes case based 
discussion webinar

•	   Describe and understand the events 
involved in the pathophysiology 
of cardiac failure

•	 Define systolic and diastolic failure

•	 Appreciate the species differences  
inprevalence of congenital and 
acquired cardiac diseases

•	 Describe the major congenital  
cardiac diseases in dogs and cats

•	 Describe and understand the 
pathophysiology, diagnosis and 
management of acquired valvular, 
myocardial and pericardial diseases

•	 Discuss the therapeutic options 
and their applications in patients 
with cardiac disease

08: 

Gastroenterology I - vomiting 
and diarrhoea

•	 Describe and understand the 
pathophysiology of regurgitation and 
acute and chronic vomiting and diarrhoea

PgC in Small Animal Medicine
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•	 Understand and discuss the diagnostic 
approaches to regurgitation, 
vomiting and diarrhoea

•	 Describe the principles and basic  
use of endoscopy in the diagnosis  
of gastrointestinal disease

09: 

Gastroenterology II - diagnosis 
and management of liver and 
pancreatic disease  
Includes case based 
discussion webinar

•	 Understand the pathophysiology of 
hepatic and hepatobiliary disease

•	 Describe the diagnostic approach 
to the jaundiced patient

•	 Describe the investigative approach  
to suspected hepatobiliary disease

•	 Describe and understand the 
pathophysiology of exocrine 
pancreatic disease

•	 Describe the investigative approach  
to acute and chronic exocrine 
pancreatic diseases

•	 Discuss therapeutic options in 
hepatobiliary and pancreatic disease

10: 

Immunology 
Delivered during four live webinars

•	 Understand the basis of immune 
function and the immune response

•	 Describe the pathophysiology of  
and diagnostic approach to common 
immunemediated diseases in  
small animals

•	 Understand the basis of therapy  
for immune-mediated diseases

•	 Discuss the use of common 
immunosuppressive therapies

Additional 
information
Attendance

Attendance on the taught modules is typically once monthly 

on a weekday between 2.00pm and 8.00pm however where 

there are case-based discussion webinars or practical 

sessions these times may vary.

Pricing 
See page 32 

How to Register 
See page 33

1
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Year 2 modules
11: 

Emergency medicine  
Includes two hour practical 
session and case based  
discussion webinar

•	 Describe the elements involved in major 
body system assessment and stabilisation 
of the acutely ill or emergency patient

•	 Describe the use of the emergency 
laboratory database and its interpretation

•	 Understand the principles involved in 
fluid, electrolyte and transfusion therapy

•	 Describe and understand the 
principles and practical aspects 
of critical patient monitoring

•	 Understand how to recognise 
cardiopulmonary arrest in small animals

•	 Understand the application of basic 
and advanced cardiac life support

 
This module includes a practical 
session where the following 
techniques will be reviewed: 

•	 Placing a tracheostomy tube 

•	 Thoracocentesis 

•	 Chest drain placement and 
appropriate management

12: 

Medical oncology

•	 Understand the principles of tumour 
biology and staging

•	 Describe the general investigative 
approach to the cancer patient

•	 Understand the principles of 
chemotherapy, radiotherapy 
and surgical oncology

•	 Describe the therapeutic management of 
common canine and feline neoplasms

•	 recognise and manage common
 oncologic emergencies

13: 

Dermatology 
Includes one hour practical 
session

•	 Understand a problem-solving 
approach to skin diseases

•	 Describe the steps involved in 
dermatologic examination in cats and dogs

•	 List and understand the techniques used 
for the laboratory investigation of skin 
disease and when they should be used

•	 Describe a rational problem-
solving approach to pruritus, its 
investigation and treatment

•	 Describe a rational problem-
solving approach to alopecia, its 
investigation and treatment

•	 recognise common presentations of 
bacterial, parasitic and fungal skin disease

•	 Describe common dermatologic 
manifestations of systemic disease 
and their pathogenesis

14: 

Infectious diseases 
Delivered during four live webinars

•	 List the major infectious 
diseases in dogs and cats

•	 Describe the diagnosis and 
management of common infectious 
diseases in dogs and cats

•	 Describe the clinical signs of 
significant imported diseases 
occurring in dogs and cats

•	 Understand the principles of 
vaccination and vaccination regimes 

•	 Describe the steps involved 
in the pet travel scheme

•	 List notifiable diseases in dogs and cats

15: 

Urology I

•	 List and describe the diagnostic 
techniques used in investigation 
of urinary disease

•	 Understand the pathophysiology 
of acute and chronic renal failure, 
glomerular disease and proteinuria

•	 Describe the investigative approach 
to and therapeutic management 
of acute and chronic renal failure, 
glomerular disease and proteinuria

16: 

Urology II  
Includes a case based 
discussion webinar

•	 Describe and understand the factors 
involved in the development of crystalluria 
and urolithiasis in cats and dogs

•	 Understand the principles of 
management of lower urinary 
tract disease in cats and dogs

•	 Describe the possible causes 
of urinary incontinence, their 
diagnosis and management

•	 Classify canine prostatic diseases 
and understand their pathogenesis, 
diagnosis and medical management

17:

Ophthalmology 
Includes a case based 
discussion webinar

•	 Understand how to perform common 
practical examination techniques

•	 Describe the medical and surgical 
management of common ocular conditions

•	 recognise the ocular manifestations 
of systemic diseases

•	 Discuss current ocular therapeutics

18: 

Medical neurology 
Delivered during four live webinars

•	 Understand the principles of 
functional neuroanatomy

•	 Describe the principles involved 
in theneurologic examination 
and localisation of lesions

PgC in Small Animal Medicine
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•	 List and understand further diagnostic 
techniques used in investigation of 
neurologic disease

•	 Describe the investigation 
and management of common 
neurologic syndromes

•	 Understand the steps involved in 
the investigation and management 
of seizures in dogs and cats

19: 

Endocrinology I

•	 Understand the underlying 
principles of endocrine anatomy, 
physiology and pathophysiology

•	 Describe the clinical signs and diagnostic 
approach to adrenal, thyroid and 
parathyroid disorders in dogs and cats

•	 Understand the basis of medical and 
(where appropriate) surgical management 
for diseases affecting the adrenal, 
thyroid and parathyroid glands

20: 

Endocrinology II 
Includes a case based discussion 
webinar

•	 Understand and describe the 
pathophysiology and clinical 
signs associated with endocrine 
pancreatic disease

•	 Describe the investigation and 
management of diabetes mellitus and 
diabetic ketoacidosis in the dog and cat

•	 Understand the causes of failure to 
control diabetes and the approach 
to the unstable diabetic patient

•	 Understand the pathophysiology 
of pituitary endocrine diseases

•	 Describe the clinical signs, investigation 
and management of pituitary endocrine 
disease in the dog and cat

1
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1.  The total price includes registration fees with ESVPS and Harper 

 Adams University.

2.  A non-refundable initial payment of £951.00 is due on registration 

in order to secure the booking. This can be paid by cheque, credit 

card or bank transfer.

3.  Full payment to be made within 30 days of the commencement of 

the first module in order to be eligible for the discounted rate.

4.  Direct Debit plans are administered and collected on our behalf by 

Animal Healthcare Limited.

5.  Please contact us for pricing relating to corporate veterinary groups, 

multiple booking discounts and pricing and payment options for 

courses taking place in Ireland.

*Fees include all assessment and registration with Harper Adams University

Direct Debits can be split into either 12 monthly payments or 20 monthly payments 
making payment more manageable. Direct Debits for Consolidated Learning 

  programme can be spilt into either 4 monthly payments or 6 monthly payments.

Payment terms & conditions

Payments Deposit Total payable

Payment Options All prices exclude VAT

  Small Animal Medicine 
PgC Programme

(2 year - 20 module programme)

Payment in full (5% Discount) £8,850.00

£951.00

£9,801.00

12 monthly payments* £780.50 £10,317.00

20 monthly payments* £478.85 £10,528.00

  Small Animal Surgery 
PgC Programme

(2 year - 20 module programme)

Payment in full (5% Discount) £9,125.00 £10,076.00

12 monthly payments* £804.58 £10,606.00

20 monthly payments* £493.55 £10,822.00

  Small Animal Surgery 
Consolidated Learning

(4 month - 22 module programme)

Payment in full (5% Discount) £9,125.00 £10,076.00

4 monthly payments* £2,413.75 £10,606.00

6 monthly payments* £1,645.17 £10,822.00

Small Animal Pricing for 2016

Pricing

Initial 
payment
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1.  The total price includes registration fees with ESVPS and Harper 

 Adams University.

2.  A non-refundable initial payment of £951.00 is due on registration 

in order to secure the booking. This can be paid by cheque, credit 

card or bank transfer.

3.  Full payment to be made within 30 days of the commencement of 

the first module in order to be eligible for the discounted rate.

4.  Direct Debit plans are administered and collected on our behalf by 

Animal Healthcare Limited.

5.  Please contact us for pricing relating to corporate veterinary groups, 

multiple booking discounts and pricing and payment options for 

courses taking place in Ireland.

*Fees include all assessment and registration with Harper Adams University

Direct Debits can be split into either 12 monthly payments or 20 monthly payments 
making payment more manageable. Direct Debits for Consolidated Learning 

  programme can be spilt into either 4 monthly payments or 6 monthly payments.

Payment terms & conditions

Payments Deposit Total payable

Payment Options All prices exclude VAT

  Small Animal Medicine 
PgC Programme

(2 year - 20 module programme)

Payment in full (5% Discount) £8,850.00

£951.00

£9,801.00

12 monthly payments* £780.50 £10,317.00

20 monthly payments* £478.85 £10,528.00

  Small Animal Surgery 
PgC Programme

(2 year - 20 module programme)

Payment in full (5% Discount) £9,125.00 £10,076.00

12 monthly payments* £804.58 £10,606.00

20 monthly payments* £493.55 £10,822.00

  Small Animal Surgery 
Consolidated Learning

(4 month - 22 module programme)

Payment in full (5% Discount) £9,125.00 £10,076.00

4 monthly payments* £2,413.75 £10,606.00

6 monthly payments* £1,645.17 £10,822.00

Small Animal Pricing for 2016

Pricing

ready to take that next step? 
registering is easy...

How to register

Registration terms & conditions  

1. Applications are accepted on a first-come, 
first-served basis

2.  Where all available places are full, applicants will be 
offered first refusal for the next available date

3.  Improve International reserves the right to close the intake early if the 
number of applications received exceeds the number of available places

4.  In order to secure a place you must pay an initial payment – details of 
which can be found opposite

5. Confirmation and enrolment details will then be sent to applicants once 
we have received a completed application form

Speak directly with our Account 

Manager who can register you  

over the phone

Email us stating your interest in  

your chosen programmes, and leave 

your contact details and we will 

respond on the same day

Visit our new PgC website, click 

‘register’ and fill in the short  

online form 

01793 759 159 register@vetpgc.co.uk vetpgc.co.uk

CALL US EMAIL US VISIT OUR SITE



34

Progress Through Learning

2 Years

PgC Award 
awarded by HAU 

60 credits
START

Small Animal 

PgC programmes

Exam

GP  
Cert  
& PgC

Apply for  
RCVS Advanced  

Practitioner  
status*

Are you ready to progress 
through learning? 

By continuing your learning journey with us, your PgC may also be used to qualify 

towards a PgD and then a Master of Science Degree in Advanced Veterinary 

Practice Sciences. These qualifications will enable you to deepen your knowledge 

and further demonstrate your skills, while obtaining academic recognition. Our PgC 

programmes also enable you to apply for the RCVS Advanced Practitioner Status.

Choose one of 

our other PgC 

programmes 
Providing it is different 
to original programme 

undertaken

*Please note: You are required to complete an assessed module on professional key skills prior to application.
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4 Years

PgD Award 
awarded by HAU 

 120 credits

5 Years

MSc Award 
awarded by HAU 

 180 credits

Research  

Project

Key:

Self assessment

Taught sessions

Practical components

Independent study

Exam
PgD

Research 
information skills 
and experimental 
design & analysis 

modules

MSc
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